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Filed for intro on  05/21/2003

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 480
By  Herron

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory and commend the gallantry
of Specialist Thomas Arthur Foley, III, United
States Army.

WHEREAS, our nation was conceived by individuals who were willing to sacrifice their

personal safety and concerns to ensure our individual and collective freedom; and

WHEREAS, the Volunteer State is especially proud to be the home of so many valiant

men and women who have performed above and beyond the call of duty; and

WHEREAS, thousands of Tennesseans have continued this time-honored tradition of

volunteerism through service in the United States Army and other branches of the military; and

WHEREAS, one such brave and dedicated Tennessean was Thomas Arthur Foley, III,

the son of Thomas Foley, II, and Emily and Brian Darden; a Dresden native, Tommy Foley

graduated from Dresden High School in 1999; and

WHEREAS, seeking to broaden his horizons, he, along with his younger brother, David

Wayne Foley, joined the military in order to earn money for college; close in age, these brothers

exemplified the ideal of brotherly love and have been described as “two peas in a pod”; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Foley began his tour of duty in Korea and was stationed at Fort

Campbell and in Kuwait before being deployed to Iraq as a member of the 2nd Battalion of the

44th Air Defense Artillery Regiment of the 101st Airborne Division; and
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WHEREAS, by mid-April, Specialist Foley’s unit had accepted an assignment to man

roadblocks and set up checkpoints south of Baghdad; and

WHEREAS, on April 14, 2003, Specialist Tommy Foley was killed by a grenade

explosion while at one such checkpoint; and

WHEREAS, a beloved son, brother, and grandson within his extended family, Specialist

Foley did not shrink from serving in combat, believing in the justice of the cause to protect our

national security and liberty and to free the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Tommy Foley served with great courage and gallantry, giving his

life for his country and for the cause in which he believed; for that ultimate sacrifice, he deserves

proper recognition for heroism; and

WHEREAS, this fine soldier leaves behind a loving wife, Paulette Foley, and an infant

son, Logan Alexander Foley; as this exceptional family is left to grieve the passing of their

devoted husband and father, they can be assured that their loved one will always be regarded

as a true hero and patriot; and

WHEREAS, as Private First Class David Wayne Foley has continued to serve in Iraq,

the Foley family continues to experience the anxiety and pride associated with his service even

while they are engulfed by the valley of the shadow of his brother’s death; and

WHEREAS, this General Assembly joins with Specialist Tommy Foley's wife, parents,

brother, and other members of his extended family, including his grandparents, Anetta

Courtney, Thomas Foley, and Bob Courtney, in mourning the untimely death of this courageous

young Tennessean; and

WHEREAS, Specialist Foley performed his duties with the utmost skill, dedication, and

professionalism, service which can only be categorized as outstanding; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, that we hereby join with the citizens of Tennessee and all Americans in
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extending to the family of Specialist Thomas Arthur Foley, III, our profound condolences for the

loss of this brave young man.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our deep gratitude for his heroic sacrifice

for his nation and the cause of freedom; his valor and commitment will live in our hearts as an

enduring example of all that is good and noble in service to country.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


